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lave paid for arms in 


BUT STILL NO DEFENCE 
By Emrys Hughes, MP 


THis year, once again, the British taxpayer is being asked 
to provide approximately £1,500,000,000 for the Army, 


JOSS ON THE | 


Navy and Air Force. 
ithe real expenditure is £1,548,700,000, but 
“erican aid brings the sum we have to find 
ne !498, 700,000. It means 12s. 9d. per person 
"Week, or £3 3s. 9d. per week of taxation 
a family of five. 

' is one-third of our national budget ex- 
Nditure. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
= issued an SOS to spend less, but the ex- 
uit | Nditure on the Forces is up although we are 
cscut ail Ye the middle of a financial crisis which can 
on diiter’ tly be solved, so we are told, by transferring 
eV isa § €n and material and labour power into the 

yrott industries, upon which the economic 
| ‘lure of Britain depends. 

the war wid! »t seems to be taken for granted that 
ssia been /%'500,000,000 a year is now the figure for 
rd it, with €nce which we must spend. 
re can be © Sut what relevance is this huge sum to the 


ld have Mlities? It gives us no reai detence. 
Russia 4 . 99 . 
andidecit Frightening says the Economist 


On Dec. 10 the Economist told us: 

L “During the year, as the military plans 
j Tawn up by General Gruenther and his 

Russi SHAPE staff have been costed, the size of 


the develdf 


© gap between what the NATO countries 
ve spending on defence and what they 
yeild have to spend if the new strategy 
hensibles” ve to be fully adopted has assumed 
do the sa Aghtening dimensions. It is probably no 
e to wait Xageeration to say that if the Generals 

of Suld have all the tactical atomic weapons, 
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family of five will 


what a 


five years |*" 


reasons, 
This body was never 


‘ PEACE-PATH 


Sis 


““[’ve composed some thermo-nuclear war 
music that will make humanity cry out for peace.” 


T Mr. Home Secretary, 

"“Y committee asks me to forward to you 
gy’ comments on the Home Office Manual 
W, Civil Defence, Volume I “ Nuclear 
pons.” 


99 


the Pacif# 


h St. Low the introduction it is 
cA ot, 
‘he 


ins: Note that in } 
& Mted that ‘widespread casualties and 
iycee to building and houses by blast on a 
nstratiof They never before experienced could not be 
honted should such an attack succeed... . 
hyyeauent information contained in the book 
kes clear the actual extent oe Panes of 
. f t..28e which cannot be prevented. The most 
m March 3 ‘St could be done would te “to minimise fire 
ee age and to lessen the hazard from all 

af) ,'S of radio-activity.” 

ih. Tegard to fire risks, we note (Section 26) 
: of} fh, “UBgestion that although it may itself catch 
prison x’ the clothing of exposed people affords 
th’ degree of protection . . . particularly if 
clothing is not in close contact with the 
Y and provided that the burning clothing 
fy Wickly be removed or the flames extin- 
Ogred. We take it, therefore, that the Home 
ep has no more adequate suggestion to 


tn Tegard to nuclear radiation, we have 
livin’ the harmful effects of gamma rays on 
foe ® Organisms and the fact that “no practical 
Year of clothing can in any way protect the 
The’ against gamma rays” (Section 110). 
in, SUggestions for personal cleansing involv- 
Hagyy2cuum cleaning and thorough personal 
of,Ng (Section 114-6), seem to be counsels 
4 "fection in view of the information given 

a the area of damage in which neither 
Oh city nor water supplies will be available. 
Your Tegard to the refuge room (Section 90), we 
§..¢ point out that in a very large number of 
“hig, ‘here would be no room available in 
Sty; ithe suggested plans could be effectively 
Mey, out, and that even N a room was 50 


of ‘ig ditioned it could not be*regarded as 

town # \ Moyigete for normal peace-time uses. We 
sations 2 | tq ask the Home Office when it would 
a 'd it as opportune to reconstruct a room 

Noe"Bgested, and would it be prepared, if 

' Yon, ity arose, to inform the public that the 

t free. Nigy<t for such precautions had arrived? In 
rs, OF 1Ve, Of the need for staying under the best 
RD nA bya’ for at least two days after an attack 
” of the harmful effects of all radiation. 


To ruld ask what provision should be made 
—a the di,sUPply of necessary food, or even for 
3] 


sond-class fag J Ntyy, Scharge of the normal functions of 

ublished ps As 

wa Lieu Hieeesit Understand it, the information and 
he G;tONs made are based upon the effects of 


*Pping of one ten-megaton bomb (intro- 


‘face Pledge Union to Home Secretary: 


NSARMAMENT IS ONLY EFFECTIVE C.D, 


As Peace News went to Press no reply had been received by the Peace Pledge 
Union to the following letter sent to the Home Secretary on February 8. 


duction). Does the Home Office believe that 
an H-bomb attack would be confined to one 
ten-megaton bomb, and if so, does not the 
possibility of the dropping of several such 
bombs completely upsct all the calculations 
upon which the pamphlet is based? 


We would suggest that no other conclusion 
can be drawn from the manual than that there 
is no defence against an H-bomb attack and no 
way of minimising its effects within a very 
sub antial area, which might, indeed, under 
cond ions favourable to an enemy involve the 
whole of Britain. The most that can be done 
is to minimise some of the effects. In that case 
we suggest that Civil Defence is a complete 
misnomer calcutated to deceive the public into 
a belief that some adequate defence is possible. 
The services suggested by the Home Office are 
at best in the nature of rescue and first aid 
work, and should be called such. 


In view of the official exposure of the effects 
% ON BACK PAGE 
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“* “Why 62,000 did not vote 


ALTA: 
INSIDE STORY 


THE 


Peace News Reporters 


mentioned in the British Press and it could 
never speak publicly in the election campaign. 
But it had an influence on the result and 
made many Maltese boycott the election. 
This was the pacifist clement which exists 
among many of the old Maltese families. 


MILITARY DOMINATION 


The view of these people, according to a 
reliable report received in London this week 
is that Mintoff’s plan of integration would 
strengthen the military importance of Malta 
and hamper the island's trade still more. 

Malta as a part of Britain would increase 
in importance as a military target. The 
island would receive one of the first atom 
bombs in any war and disappear completely. 
Many of these old Maltese families are 

merchants. They want Malta to be de- 
militarised like the international city of 
Tangier or the Aaland Islands in the Baltic. 

They maintain that Malta as an independent 
territory (in or out of the British Common- 
wealth) can become a trading centre for the 
Mediterranean like Beirut. 

They were therefore against integration, 
which would have delayed the development 
towards complete self-government. They sup- 
ported Dr. Borg Olivier and his Nationalist 
Party in the boycott. 

Because any public declaration against 
British military interests in Malta is re- 
garded as high treason these pacifist clements 
could not take part in the election campaign. 
A few letters were written to the Maltese 

press pointing out that integration would mean 
the introduction of conscription, but for the 
rest a ‘“‘ whispering campaign” was carried on 
in the business centre of Valetta. 


UNDEVELOPED AREA 


These are the arguments put forward by 
those who supported the boycott: 

Military installations hamper economic 
development ; 

Rural areas are purposely left undeveloped 
because they are needed for training British 
and NATO forces 3 

Industrial development is retarded because 
of the naval base: the military authorities 
don’t want any merchant shipping near their 
naval port ; 

The tourist trade cannot be developed as 


Kenya arrests confirmed 


*PHE British Government has confirmed the 

Peace News report of February 3 that a 
thousand Kenya Africans were arrested during 
the week ending January 28. 

The confirmation came in 4n answer in the 
Commons to a question put down by Fenner 
Brockway, MP. 

A full report will appear in Peace News next 
week, 

Fenner Brockway on Kenya non-violence—p.3. 


‘6DON’T LET ANYONE PULL YOU SO 
LOW AS TO HATE THEM ” 


—Alabama bus boycott leader 


"THE Negro boycott of segregated buses in Montgomery, Alabama, begun on 
December 5, continues with increased support. At least 115 Negro leaders, 
including 26 clergymen, have been arrested and released on bail as the jail was too 


small to hold them. 

All have pleaded “ not guilty ” to charges of 
violating a 1921 Alabama law enacted io 
counter economic boycotts by labour unions. 

More than 2,000 persons packed a Negro 
Baptist church on February 23 to hear ihe 
boycott leaders. 

They sang old gospel hymns and heard a 
young pastor urge all Negroes to walk to work, 
thus renouncing even the use of taxis and cars. 
The weapon of love 


The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., one of 
the arrested leaders emphasised the pacifist 
nature of the struggle when he declared: 

“This is not a war between the white and 
the Negro but a conflict between justice and 
injustice. . . . We are seeking to improve 
not the Negro of Montgomery but the whole 
of Monigomery.... 

“If we are arrested every day, if we are 
exploited every day, if we are trampled over 
every day, don’t let anyone pull you so low 
as to hate them. We must use the weapon 
of love.” 2 
The of Churches and 


National Council 


several individual denominations have com- 
mended the boycott. 

Dr. Ralph Bunche, Under-Secretary General, 
United Nations, sent a telegram: ¥ 

“1 know you will continue strong in spirit 
and that you will stand firm in the face of 
threats and resorts to police state methods 
of intimidation.” 

Dr. Bunche, also a Negro, attended an inter- 
national seminar on Gandhi in India several 
years ago. 

There has been no violence by the Negroes, 
although the home of one of the boycott 
leaders has been bombed. 

Negro religious leaders and others, including 
Congressman Adam Clayton Powell of New 
York called for a nation-wide work stoppage 
of one hour on March 28 by ail Negroes, and 
that Negro children be kept home from school 
that day to pray for the success of the boycott. 

The call for the nation-wide demonstration 
of solidarity suggested this might be the begin- 
ning of a non-violent resistance movement by 
American Negroes, similar to Gandhi’s 
campaigns. 

The Power of the People—page 2. 


HE people of Britain have not been given all the facts about last month’s referendum 
i in Malta. They have not been given all the reasons why 62,400 out of a total electo- 
rate of 152,833 abstained from voting on Labour Premier Dom Mintoff’s plan for inte- 
ting Malta with the United Kingdom. 
It has generally been taken for granted by the British Press 
that the influence of the Roman Catholic Church was the factor 
that deprived Mintoff of the majority he had hoped for, plus the 
Nationalist Party’s call for a boycott. 
This, however, accounted only partly for Dom Mintoff's failure to 
get a majority for his plan. 
From authoritative sources Peace News learns that there was another 
body which was against integration, and against it for quite different 


FACTS AND FIGURES 


Malta (pop. 316,000) is about the size of the 
county of London. 

One in four of the working people are em- 
ployed by the military. 

The vote secured by Dom Mintoff for his plan 
of integration with the United Kingdom was 
almost the same as his poll in last year’s 
parliamentary election. His supporters are 
mainly workers in the naval dockyards, 

VERQUEUSOUUSUGERUOAUGEUASEDSTHOSRAQUOCUROGEOULANEODSRSAUGAISUOGUSOOUOOSEODQUUEDESHOUIOU! 
the military don’t want any strangers near 
their installations (Air services and steamer 
services from Malta to other Mediterranean 
countries are, according to shipping agents 
on the island, deliberately NOT synchronised 
in order to make it difficult to come to the 


island) 3 
The demilitarisation of Malta would make 
possible economic developments which 


would go a tong way to offset the present 

necessity for emigration. 

The whole British Press has commented on 
the “ guarantees” demanded by Archbishop 
Gonzi to ensure the “liberty” of the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

But it is not liberty that the Catholic Church 
wants to preserve. It is the privileged position 
it has obtained in its barganing with military 
authorities anxious to see the people of the 
island kept in subjection, or as they would put 
it, ‘at peace.” 


MALTESE BIBLES BANNED 


This military expediency has brought Franco 
Spain and MacCarthyism to the Island. 

It is an offence to distribute Bibles in the 
Maltese language in the island. 

Malta is the only part of the British 
Commonwealth where the British and 
Foreign Bible Society cannot operate. 

Maltese is the only European language 
into which the Bible has not been translated 
(Three of the Gospels have been printed in 
a rather poor edition for circulation only 
among Maltese overseas. They cannot be 
distributed in Malta). 

When an attempt was made to distribute 
Bibles those doing so were threatened with 
imprisonment. 

The extent to which the Church-War Office 
suppression operates was shown when recently 
a vessel carrying some Finnish Pentecostal mis- 
sionaries was delayed at Malta through engine 
trouble. 

The missionaries went ashore and delivered 
some tracts in English. Immediately police 
came on board and warned that the spreading 
of Protestant tracts was forbidden and later 
a Roman Catholic priest stood guard at the 
gangway to prevent any Maltese from coming 
on board. 


PROTESTANTS SUPPRESSED 


A small group of Plymouth Brethren (many 
of whose members refuse military service) do 
distribute tracts on Sunday afternoons in 
Valetta but they are carefully watched by 
police and priests to see that they approach 
only British servicemen and do not contact any 
Maltese. The Brethren are on the staff of 
the British civilian hospital. 

The island has been described as the only 
place _in Europe, beside Spain and some 
East European countries, where Billy Graham 
would not be allowed to hold a meeting ! 

No Protestant clergyman is allowed to 
appear in the streets wearing his cassock, and 
a similar ban applies to Orthodox priests. 

_The import of Communist literature is for- 
bidden in law. No Protestant or other 
“heretical” open-air meetings are allowed. 

How long suppression can continue on this 
scale remains to be seen. 


British pacifists step up 


campaign activities 


IN THE SOUTH pacifists will lead a march 
to Wormwood Scrubs Prison tomorrow, Satur- 
day. Starting from Weigh House Church, 
Binney St., Oxford St, W.1., at 3 p.m. 


Many former prisoners will join the proces- 
sion and give away leaflets explaining the 
stand being taken by conscientious objectors 
now in prison. Extra helpers will be welcomed. 

A full rota of pickets for Wormwood Scrubs 
prison—day and night for a week—has been 
completed, the Pacifist Youth Action Group 
reports, 


IN THE NORTH thousands of leaflets are 
being distributed urging the public to listen in 
to the BBC debate on pacifism to be opened 
by Stuart Morris in a broadcast on March 8 
at 8.30 p.m. (not 9.15 p.m. as is usual for this 
feature programme, nor 8 p.m. as incorrectly 
reported in Peace News last week as the result 
of a printing error). 

Further supplies of leaflets may be had by 
return from Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
London, N.4., price 2s. 6d., 100; £1, 1,000 

Many other pacifist activities for the month 
of March are in the Diary on page 5S. 


> 


» 


ee 


+ SL ~ PS — 
- 4+ [——.. - os 


ln I i i 
ee _. eee ee 


—— 
- i 


Mareh 2nd, 1956 


PEACE 
NEWS 


“, . . the punishment fit 


Editorial and Publishing office. 
3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4 
Tel.: STAmford Hill 2262 


Distribution office for U.S.A. 
130 Brattle St. 
Cambridge 38 Mass. 


° ry) 
the crime 
JK ACH year when the “ Defence ” Estimates appear there is much 


theorising by military strategists and professorial pundits on 
how to retain war as a means of settling international disputes 
without thereby destroying the world. 


The mastery by these people of a mass of involved technical calcula- 
tions not understood by the average man gives their pronouncements a 
spurious impressiveness unless it is realised that their detailed knowledge 
covers up their side-stepping of simple and basic considerations. 

Thus, Professor P. M. S. Blackett, lecturing at Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, has asked—as has also Rear-Admiral Sir Anthony Buzzard—for 
the formulation of military plans based on a clear distinction between 
tactical and strategic uses of nuclear weapons, and a clear policy declaration 
that future aggression would be met only by as much force as needed to 
defeat it. 

This policy, he held, would “ make the punishment fit the crime.” 

That Gilbertian phrase has already been used in advocacy of a similar 
policy by a Pentagon spokesman, Colonel R. S. Leghorn. In an article 
in US News and World Report he has proposed a scale of “ graduation,” 
which involved the use of a graduated power of retaliation with various 
nuclear weapons, always somewhat more destructive than the original 
attack, 

Rear-Admiral Buzzard thinks that atomic weapons should be classified 
as tactical, while hydrogen weapons should be regarded as strategic. 


TRATEGIC methods—i.e., bombing great population centres— 
should be kept, the reasoning goes, for the last resort. He 
thinks, however, that we should not be “ too specific ” about this. 
“It seems best,” he remarks, “to exclude from mass destruction all 
towns and cities over a certain size, except those actually in the front 
line of the land fighting which have not been declared and proved ‘ open.’ ” 
Admiral Buzzard sees in the policy he advocates not only a moral 
lead which may minimise the chances of Britain being destroyed, but also 
decided military advantages, These will, of course, obviously commend 
it to the “ aggressor ! ” 

Professor Blackett remarks that “ without some distinction between 
tactical and strategic bombing we should be inhibited from using strategic 
bombs for fear of the consequences, and would have to fight even :limited 
wars without the aid of tactical atomic support.” 

One of the things that these gentlemen ignore is the great ring of 
American bases all round the world which would provide Russia with 
a wide field of accepted military targets in any such possible future war. 
No distinctions between tactical and strategic proposed from the West 
could persuade her military command to leave those bases alone. 


* * 


IHE master assumption of the pronouncements by these strata- 
gists and pundits, however, is: that the other side will be the 
aggressor, responsible for the crime ; that the West will be inflicting 
the punishment ; and that all—even the “ aggressor ”—will see that 
this is so. 

This master assumption is a complete fallacy. The new strategists 
hide their error amidst push-button operations and new technical problems 
so well that even they may not see it. 

Indo-China is an example of the complete fallacy in the master 
assumption of the new strategists. Since the Japanese were driven from 
the area, the United States has been at least as much of an agg.ssor 
there as has China, 

Mr, Dulles’ view is that if all the Indo-Chinese people were to declare 
for the Government of Ho Chi-minh, that act itself would be evidence of 
aggression by subversion, 


OTH sides have been driven by a righteous indignation which 
convinces them that, by some means, right must be made to 
prevail. A war in this situation might again develop. 

In such a case it is futile to expect either side to have the outlook 
Captain Liddeli Hard advocates in using limited wars and graduated 
deterrents ; 

“Keep cool. Have unlimited patience. Never comer an 
opponent and always assist him to save his face. Put yourself in his 
shoes—so as to see things through his eyes. Avoid self-righteousness 
like the devil—nothing is so self-blinding.” 

The foreign policies and declarations of both giants in the power 
struggle are dominated by self-blinding self-righteousness. It is shutting 
one’s eyes to psychology and the lessons of history to assume that it can 
be nvduced and modified when war breaks out. 


MPPHE ,death penalty is not yet 
abolished. 


The House of Commons vote on 
February 16 no doubt makes its 
ultimate abolition certain, but aboli- 
tionists know there may still be a 
long fight. 


The opposition to abolition is dif- 
ficult to understand—it is rarely an 
outright defence of capital punish- 
ment but is largely a matter of fear 
and doubt—‘ difficult consequences 
might follow” or “this is not yet 
the time,” they argue. 


So the defenders of the death 
penalty can hardly be expected to be 
unduly helpful about its abolition, 


WONTGOMERY, Alabama, may 
go down in history as the scene 
of one. of the most significant and 
hopeful events of the mid-twentieth 
century. 

It is another case of mass discip- 
lined’ non-violent action and civil 
disobedience being used by an op- 
pressed people in their struggle for 
freedom. That such non-violent action 
has now come to the American scene 
has profound implications, 

The bus boycott in Montgomery, 
marks a new phase in the struggle for 
equal rights for U.S. Negrocs. 

In this struggle the Negroes are no 
longer asking for laws to be passed 
to remedy their condition. They are 
no longer seeking to improve their 
status by asking the courts to order 
segregation ended. 

They are no longer content with 
either passive acceptance of injustice 
or quiet appeals to individuals and 
the long process of “ education.” 
Self-reliance 


In this struggle the Negroes of the 
Deep South have acted on their own, 
relying on themselves, the justice of 
their cause, and the power of truthful, 
non-violent action to attack the con- 
tinued domination of their lives by 
the forces of reaction and white 
supremacy. 

Never in American history has there 
been such mass sustained, non-violent 
action as there has been in Mont- 
gomery. 

That this mass non-violent defiance 
should take place in the heart of the 
Deep South is profoundly significant. 

There is little doubt that they will 
succeed if they continue the struggle 
on the basis of clear issues, no com- 


THE POWER OF THE PEOPLE 


By Gene Sharp 


promise on basic questions, non- 
violence in the face of possible more 
severe repression, and refusal to be 
sidetracked by time-consuming court 
cases, 

If they do succeed, the initial phase 
of a revolutionary period in American 
history will have begun. 

Once it is proved to the Southern 
Negroes that they, by their own 
efforts, relying on the weapons of 
love, determination and courage 
(which no one can take from them) 
can defeat the forces of white supre- 
macy, the new spirit which has already 
been expressed in Montgomery will 
come to maturity. 

This is not to say that there will 
not be strong opposition. 

The forces of entrenched reaction 
and white supremacy will be smart 
enough to see the writing on the wall: 
that if the Negroes win in Mont- 
gomery, and then again and again, the 
old order of Jim Crow will be on its 
way out—and quickly. There may 
even be violence against them. 

But if the action by the Negroes 
continues uncompromisingly and non- 
violent, success is certain. 

If the Negroes win in Montgomery, 
a death blow will have been struck at 
segregation in the United States, 

The example will be repeated 
throughout the South and in those 
parts of the North where discrimina- 
tion exists, 

One of the qualities of non-violent 
resistance is that, once it is used, its 
example is a challenge to Oppressed 
people everywhere. 

White supremacists in South Africa 
are probably shuddering at the news 


though one could have hoped that the 
British tradition would have enabled 
them to face Parliamentary defeat 
with grace and join thereafter in pro- 
viding for the country what Parlia- 
ment has shown it clearly wanted. 


Rearguard fight 


ahead 


"PHE Government has, frankly, got 
itself into a mess. 


It refused a year ago to accept any 
of the Royal Commission's main 
recommendations for reducing the 
use of the death penalty—now it has 
made a belated effort to introduce 
very half-hearted modifications, and 
has been defeated. 


Parliament, on a free vote after a 
debate with the House “at its best,” 
as many commentators stated, has 
chosen abolition on a motion calling 
on the Government to introduce ap- 
propriate legislation. 


The Government does not believe 
in abolition and will now offer only 
to give time, and allow free votes at 
each stage, for consideration of a 
private member’s Bill. 


So far so good. 


But a series of votes on a private 
member's Bill, and another series on 
the House of Lords where the Bill 
will not appear as a Government 
measure, may delay progress con- 
siderably. 


What is more, these delays will 
give time and opportunity for the 
Press to work up an apparent public 
opinion which the Lords could well 
use as their justification for refusing 
to approve legislation which would 
remove the death penalty. 


The campaign for abolition cannot 
be allowed to relax for a moment. 
The rearguard action now called for 
may be more important than the 
whole of the previous campaign. 


Aerobat Mollet 


PPRECARIOUSLY pursuing a tight- 

* rope-walking policy the French 
Government of M. Guy Mollet has 
announced its Algerian policy. It 
may carry the doubtful support of 
the MRP and the Communists. The 
Government also is temporarily sup- 
ported by the Social Republicans, a 
small rightist group noted for step- 
ping in and out of Governments. 

The policy follows the usual line 
of challenged imperialisms. It offers 


from Montgomery, if the newspapers 
have dared to print it. It can bring 
hope to the people of Cyprus, Kenya, 
and Malta. 

The amount of support for such a 
movement is unparalleled in Ameri- 
can history. Again it proves that sus- 
tained non-violent action evokes a 
response in people that no other type 
of social struggle can do. 

The support by religious bodies and 
leaders in the United States of the 
Montgomery action might reinfuse the 
Amencan churches with an_ insight 
and methodology which could bring a 
more profound social relevance to 
religious concepts than has to this 
point been the case. 

Even if for some reason there 
should be a temporary defeat in 
Montgomery, the precedent already 
set will stimulate much thought and 
action on the removal of racial segre- 
gation in the United States and how 
to combat injustice elsewhere by 
means of non-violence. 


Source of power 


Montgomery has felt the power of 
the people, This power comes through 
non-violence, courage, action, through 
determination and willingness to suffer 
for the justice of the cause. 


It relies on truth and love to begin 
the creative ferment in the hearts of 
men. And thus the mountains of 
tyranny and injustice are moved. 

The example of Montgomery will 
reverberate into the home of every 
Negro in the United States, into every 
clapboard shack of every Negro 
tenant farmer, into the city slums, the 
doctor’s office, the professor’s study. 

They will know their own power. 
They will know how to win their 
freedom. 


|| AMERIC 


economic advantages, but asserts that 
there cannot be independence. 

Algeria is, and will remain, a part 
of Metropolitan France, says M. 
Mollet. ‘“‘What would France be 
without Algeria? What would Algeria 
become without France?” 

Something of what Algeria has 
already become with all the advan- 
tages of the ‘“ French Presence” is 
indicated by the magnitude of the 
problems with which it is now pro- 
posed to deal. 


Of 2,000,000 children of school age 
in Algeria, only 300,000 are receiving 
any schooling. ‘“ There are 6,000,000 
Moslems in Algeria,” said M. Mollet, 
“without resources and without a 
future, a mass available for who 
knows what adventure.” 


M. Mollet is looking to American 
aid to help him to deal with Algeria’s 
economic problems and an immediate 
object is to create a million new jobs 
for the million Algerians who are 
without work. M. Mollet also pro- 
poses to take action to raise the farm 


Hanging 
Algeria 
H-tests 
Sudan 


AUDVAATUSEVUELURESEDUDEGOCUEUDGUDGOUEONEASEESTOUDBUDTALEOUUH DEI. 
pay of Algerian labour from about 
os. 10d. a day to 8s. 6d.—an an- 
nouncement that was received in the 
Assembly with a silence that may be 
ominous, 


In the meantime the filling of the 
30 Algerian scats in the Assembly is 
to be proceeded with. The carrying 
out of these elections is likely to 
prove a crucial step which will 
decide the future, if any, of the 
Mollet Government. 


A erime 


IN his speech to the Congress of 

the Russian Communist Party, 
Mr. Khrushchov indicated once more 
Russia’s willingness to agree to a 
cessation of the Hydrogen bomb 
tests. 


The competition in these tests is 
different in character from competi- 
tion in armaments, or even in the 
accumulation of present types of 
nuclear weapons. 


The competition in armaments 
wastes human resources and aggra- 
vates the spirit of fear, thus increas- 
ing the danger of war. 

_The race in the making and stock- 
Paane of more nuclear weapons is, at 

est, superfluous. There are probably 
already enough such weapons to an- 
nihilate the peoples of the two con- 
tending blocs. 

The evil of the competition in H- 
bomb tests, however, does not depend 
on the power struggle actually break- 
ing out in war. The competition 
itself threatens all the peoples of the 
world and their posterity. 


It is true that there is some dis- 
agreement among scientists on this 
last point, but the warning is as 


@ITUTTGART RADIO ran into 
trouble recently when someone 
had the bright idea of broadcasting 
a series under the title “How to 
educate my son to be a soldier.” 


No one could be found to speak 
on this subject so the head of the 
women’s programme scction was told 
to do so. 


The series continues with “ How to 
educate my son to be a soldier—in 
Switzerland,” and so on to other 
countries. 


I don’t know whether a fatuous 
contribution has yet come from 
Britain, but it would be a good idea 
for readers everywhere to write to 
Dr. Fritz Eberhard, the Superinten- 
dent of the Suddeutsche Rundfunk, 
Stuttgart, Germany, protesting against 
such messages. 


Dr. Eberhard was in London as a 
member of the European Service of 
the BBC during World War II. 


She fights on 


THE War Resisters’ International 
Group in Stuttgart report 
“Officially we are in the midst of 
preparing the militaristic State again.” 
The Nazis are coming back into 
power again all over Western Ger- 
many. Rosel Lohse-Linke, who leads 
the Stuttgart WRI Group, must have 
a heavy heart as she carries on the 
struggle against the militarists who 
killed her husband. 


Britain lent a hand in secretly re- 
arming Germany and building up the 
Nazi Party between World Wars I 
and II. Today it is being done 


openly. 
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than four month service, and 
Conscientious objectors) 
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RELIGIOUS NEWS AND VIEWS 


a monthly column by 
L_. STUART MORRIS 


The Church’s dilemma 


and Christ’s answer 
PROFESSOR JOHN McKENZIE edits 


Dr. George MacLeod: 


‘“Revitalised Christianity must 


reject power ” 


From DENNIS BARRITT 
A REVITALISED Church with a Christianity which permeates the whole of life 
and rejects the present powers of the State, including the Hydrogen bomb was 
urged by Dr. George F. MacLeod, founder leader of the Iona Community, in the 
Fifth Alex. Wood Memorial Lecture in Belfast on February 15.* 
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tmy personnel on duty* in 73 foreign 
Countries and eight other foreign areas. 


» From speech by Secreatry of the Army 

Wilber M. Brucker, October 21, 1955, be- 

Ore the Assoc. of the US Army, at Ft. 
enning, Ga, Other figures obtained by 
Ne Friends Committee on National Legisla- 

hon (Quakers), Washington, D.C., from the 

pagtessional Record, February 16, 1955, 
. 1366, 
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“No collaboration with 


conscription ” 
By MAVIS JAMES 


RICHARD T. DOWNHAM of Media, 
Pennsylvania, USA, is an absolutist. 
4S a conscientious objector to war and 
the keystone of war, conscription, he 
Not accept conditions; he will not take 
Bottive employment as stipulated by the 
é. 
He believes that COs should stand in com- 
te resistance to conscription, not accept 
ct under it. He believes that a pacifist 
Ould be as willing to stand by his principles 
“the man with a different philosophy, or 
“one at all, stands by the way of violence. | 
© the Local Board of the Selective Service 
ennsylvania, Richard Downham wrote that 
Bardiess of the exact nature of any position 
aegesignment under conscription he would not 
et it, 
4. As Paul said, ‘We should obey God rather 
than man.’ When we are faced with an un- 
re dyunchristian law, it is our duty to openly 
"tise to collaborate with such a law,” he 


Vill 


WHERE ALLEGIANCE LIES 
vi andhi practised non-co-operation with 
»8nd therefore civil-disobedience. Thoreau 
tand put into practice his belief that 
N should follow the moral leadings of his 
ae rather than the favs of ibe patel 
Ostoy taught a way of life based on 
Bis of Godand love of Man. as laid down 
he Sermon on the Mount. He taught that 
as duty to God, his father, and Man, 
on brother, transcended and was in direct 
ict with the laws of government, which 
uire that Man do violence to his brother 


Co 


piance to God.” 
wigs Richard, conscription is a denial of 
Ist and every decent human instinct. 
imie Tender any “service” under such an 
Mtitution, regardicss of how innocent or 
i €n useful that “service ” might appear, is, 
im, collaborating with the evi] purpose 
that institution, and is certainly not a 
u Y of resisting it. ; 
«© Writes from Pennsylvania: ; 
feed am about to be sentenced in a US 
any 2! court for my refusal to collaborate in 
Way with military conscription laws, It 


i . . 
mot Me a great sense of solidarity and sup- 
thro 0 read in Peace News about other COs 


Digg Shout the world who are accepting im- 
Dil ment rather than add any support to 
Saris.” 


F WINTER COMES... 


ANp it has come indeed, 
tom,a!though perhaps it is 
Wor; onselation to finish the 
tt wi 2” and remember that 
A. not last for ever. 
ing COMfident looking forward 
1 ansed attitude to take, and 
to the “Ways looking forward 
result of the fortnightly 
Union gor the Peace Pledge 
e funds and confident that we shall reach 
Bug ded aim for 1956. 
Who nt a word of very real thanks to all 
but hay. 2ent stamps to the value of £3 2s. 2d. 
Mene ve, Not had any individual acknowledge- 
deg, SOme have suggested that the stamp 
€ ti the best yet to encourage those who 
We Ines to spare to send what they can, and 
San that throughout the year those who 
ve 4 


“ Nd more will continue to send stamps. 
OF a have sent postal orders or notes instead 
Reames and we are grateful to you all. 
Snly ,"iNg to spring, which has been called the 
© boy TY ring time, | have already received 
Sada, °f coins of different countries from 
ongie; tit Nave the lady’s bicycle, in very good 
"or Pp complete with all accessories, to sell 
ill ee, U Headquarters Fund. 
Ang “omega make me‘an offer ? 
ite if bl you all look into your drawers and 
8 to seu 'S not something you can send for 
artery E, for the Peace Pledge Union Head- 
» to _ Another £100 would bring us 
tase give oyaee for the first two months. 
What you can in cash or kind. 
Su; ; STUART MORRIS, 
Amour for thoyeart nee = Secretary. 
why "ations “<4 to date : £109 
Shoclt are ye the Peace Pledge Union, 
to tld be ae for the work of the PPU, 
Pu * ol beds pg et 
at Vic ouse, 
Street, London, WCA. 


“ The State now distributes the bodily needs 
of men and engineers their massacre without 
so much as a Sidelong glance at the Church, 
that agency that in its first organic day had its 
uniqueness in the claim that you cannot 
separate soul salvation from whole salvation.” 

This is the root of the problem today, 
claimed Dr. George MacLeod. 


No persecution 


Nobody wants to persecute the Church 
because there is nothing to persecute it about. 
Even the journal “Truth” proclaims “ the 
Church should not countenance expediency.” 

Until the Fouth Century, when under the 
merger of State and Church, when man became 
a Christian almost by rote or tribal edict, the 
Church as a small persecuted minority had a 
quality of intensity with very high standards. 

There was a total approach to life ; man’s 
spirit and body were sacred. It was thus 
pacifist. 

Later though the State sponsored Church 
widened its witness, this was much diluted and 
pacifism, once the norm, became the “ eccen- 
tric” witness, 

There was a justifiably ominous silence 
recently in a Scottish manse when the 
minister's five-year-old son was heard singing 
“ Awkward Christian soldiers, leading us to 
war.” 

It is easy to be cynical about this age, 
but it must be remembered that it has allowed 
a wide spreading of the ideals of a Christian 
society and “ the Son has been crowned in the 
consciousness of men in all lands.” 

It cannot last, however. 


Pacifism in society 


“The powers now at the disposal of the 
State, germ warfare and the Hydrogen bomb, 
are such that the Church can never hope to 
sanctify them.” 


Photo : OFS Chamber of Mines 


African gold, African labour, 
European profits. 


Brockway on Kenya 
non-violence 


From a Correspondent 
“MNHERE is a growing desire among 
Africans in Kenya today to use the 
Gandhian technique of non-violence,” 
said Mr. Fenner Brockway, MP (Lab. 
Slough), speaking at a meeting for the 
Movement of Colonial Freedom at Guild- 


ford on Sunday afternoon. 

“The terrorism of Mau Mau is gradually 
subsiding and the Africans are looking for 
more peaceful methods of securing their frec- 
dom,” he continued. They are being largely 
influenced by the Indian community, who have 
identified themselves with their cause, and 
passive resistance is becoming widely 
practised.” 

Mr. Brockway, who has recently returned 
from a trip to Africa, told the meeting that he 
had met many Africans in Kenya who were 
shocked at the methods used by the Mau Mau, 
but would never be loyal to the present regime. 


MCF Branch formed 


“Our Government will be making a great 
mistake if it thinks that the mere physical 
suppression of Mau Mau is going to end the 
demand of the African people for human 
equality and liberty,” he went on. 

The situation in Kenya is very bad. The 
forced settlement in villages, the economic 
frustration and the new voting proposals are 
all meeting with dissatisfaction among the 
Africans. , 

“Not until we realise that these Africans are 
human beings and we treat them as such will 
real peace come to the troubled land.” 

As a result of the meeting, a branch of tthe 
Movement for Colonial Freedom was formed 
and supported by Labour members of the 
Guildford Town Council. 


(oS Se 
Swindon Brains Trust 


We have passed from the age of the Father, 
through the age of the Son to the age of the 
Spirit. The pacifist and all who claim that 
Christianity should have an answer to all our 
social and national problems must be at the 
centre and no longer eccentric. 


“The Church must gather groups of 
personally committed people to begin to 
portray the outlines of a total faith.” As 


examples Dr. MacLeod outlined such experi- 
ments as the Bruderhof, the French Protestant 
Community of Taisez, and the worker-priest 
movement in the Roman Catholic Church. 
Lastly, he instanced his own Iona Community 
attempting the same synthesis, but within the 
Church. 


*The complete lecture “Church Prospect” 
may be obtained from the Fellowship. of 
Reconciliation, 29 Great James St., London, 
W.C.1, for Is, 6d. 


on Peace 


From a Correspondent 
TWO HUNDRED people went to a 
peace meeting in Swindon recently 
to hear a four-man “Brains Trust” 
answer questions on such subjects as dis- 
armament and conscription. 


Members of the panel were Professor C. A. 
Coulson, of Oxford University ; Canon W. J. 
Cratchley, Vicar of St. Mark’s Church, Swin- 
don; the Rev. P. Chesney, Minister of the 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, Swindon, and 
Mr. E. Sladen, a Quaker. e 


Mr. Chesney deputised for Mr. F. Noel- 
Baker, MP for Swindon. The meeting was 
organised by the Swindon branch of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


The panel was asked if it thought peace 
would be more secure if Britain renounced the 
manufacture of armaments and used the 
resources saved for the development of under- 
developed countries. 


DISARMAMENT DEBATED 


Mr. Sladen said he did not think there 
was any hope of an overnight declaration of 
disarmament. “All we can hope for is a 
gradual decline in the manufacture of arms 
and a gradual increase in the amount of 
resources we can devote to the development of 
impoverished countries.” 


Canon Cratchley: “It is conceivable that 
the danger of war might be lessened but it 
might be precipitated because there could be a 
race between the Americans and the Russians 
to see who got to defenceless Britain first. 


“It might precipitate a war between these 
two countries.” 

Mr. Chesney said he thought unilateral dis- 
armament would be dangerous. He did not 
consider either Russia or America could be 
trusted sufficiently to justify such a bold step. 


REMOVE FEAR 


“The idea of simply saying we will stop 
manufacturing arms seems to me to be fraught 
with the greatest danger.” 


Professor Coulson said that should this 
country stop manufacturing arms and order 
the demobilisation of the Forces overnight. 
industry and commerce would be thrown into 
complete chaos. 


But he thought a scheme for disarmament 
by stages, with the resources released made 
available through international organisations 
to under-developed countries, was feasible and 
would make a marked contribution to the 
peace of the world. 

“What is really wrong is that nations are 
afraid of one another. If we can embark on 
a scheme which will be in the interests of the 
world I believe we can change that attitude of 
fear. We will not get peace by having H- 
bombs in our pockets.” 


Sag mene oe ee, 
AWARD FOR PEACE FILM 


HILDREN OF HIROSHIMA has just been 
C given the British Film Academy's United 
Nations Award as the best film illustrating one 
or more of the principles of the United Nations 
Charter to be shown in Great Britain in 1955. 


This makes the second major British award 
the film has gained. The International Edin- 
burgh Film Festival honoured it with a Dip- 
loma of Merit. hye 

continues to get wide showing on 
MEE next month two more cinema 
bookings have been arranged—at the ‘Astoria, 
Ware (Herts), three days from March }-, and a 
return engagement at the Lido, Preston, from 


March 22. 


Cyprus and Scotland 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT 

ishop Makarios of Cyprus has con- 
— aN ee, wishes to the Scottish National 
Congress in a letter acknowledging the receip 
Congress resolution on 
resolution called for an immed 


tion. 


conscription to _the peo 
under Westminster domination.” 


a personal questions column in the 
British Weekly, and he was recently 
asked the following: “I can find in the 
New Testament that Jesus says ‘ go and preach 
the Gospel,’ but I cannot find that Jesus says 
‘but when a youth reaches the age of 18 he 
is to be trained to use a bayonet, shoot or 
bomb his fellowmen?’” 


Should not our Churches make a protest.” 


The questioner, as a result of conversations 
with national servicemen has been drawn to 
the conclusion that many of them find a start- 
ling inconsistency “in being taught to follow 
the Prince of Peace and then, without protest 
from the Church, being taught to bayonet and 
kill. It is all very well to believe in Christ 
and be saved, but where do we go from 
there?” 


Professor McKenzie recognises the contra- 
diction. Although he does not think it should 
turn young people from the Church, he has 
nothing better to offer than the suggestion 
that the choice is between going to war or 
tolerating wrong, claiming that war may be 
a necessity, although it can never be justified. 


He puts the dilemma in a_ particularly 
curious form: “Either we consent to defend 
all that the Cross has brought to us, or we 
acquiesce in a return to the Roman soldiers 
who could nail Christ upon a cross.” 


No mention of Christ Himself, or of whether 
He would wish us to defend “all the Cross 
ey prousht ” by methods which He Himself 
refused. 


It is time that the Christian Church ceased 
to try and impale its young members upon 
the horns of a dilemma and showed them 
clearly the answer which Christ Himself gave. 


Christianity and the West 


The Catholic Herald has issued a serious 
challenge in an editorial. After suggesting 
that we tend to think of Communism as ex- 
clusively an anti-Christian challenge and that 
we also think of ourselves as the champions 
of Christianity, it asks the question “ But, in 
fact, are we?” 


The editorial suggests that we may reason- 
ably claim to be the champions of the demo- 
cratic way of life, but asks “Can we claim 
that in history the West has practised its own 
religious ideals in that imperialism and 
colonisation against which in so large a part 
of the world people are revolting ?” 


In the Editor’s judgment “It is high time 
to stop thinking primarily in terms of Com- 
munism and anti-Communism and to think 
instead of something more like a new war; 
the war against Western capitalist culture.” 


I wonder what the Editor really means ; but 
certainly no better start could be made than 
by the renunciation of the method of war 
and violence which is so closely integrated 
into the Western way of life. 


Canon Collins had a similar point to make 
when in a sermon in St. Paul’s Cathedral he 
claimed that the Church of England, as part 
of the established set-up, was concerned too 
much to uphold the privileged position of the 
“ respectability ” of the State. 


The British way of life, respectability and 
Christianity were too often thought of as one 
and the same thing, 


So long as the Church persisted in those 
dangerous identifications they would have to 
face the charge of hypocrisy. 


It was the task of the Church at all times 
to confront the State with the uncompromising 
claim that love is stronger than force. 


CLARA COLE 


PP RIBUTE to a staunch anti-militarist and 
anarchist, Clara Cole, is paid in the Feb. 
11 issue of Freedom. 


Clara Cole, who died at the age of 87 on 
Feb. 4 was imprisoned in World War I for 
her anti-war activity and was not deterred 
by her age from contributing many fine articles 
on the cruelty and hypocrisy of war to many 
journals during World War II. 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service ; 
3.30 p.m. Sunday March 4 
King’s Weigh ores eS 2 St., W.f. 


Near Bond St. Tu! 


Discourse by JOHN FERRABY 
** Baha’ is and the Most Great Peace 
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THIRD WAY 
BRITISH CONTACT COUNCIL 
Pubtic Meeting 
Friday, March 16, 
7.30 p.m. (doors open 7 p.m., 
Speakers: 
A. FENNER BROCKWAY M.P. 
TOM WARDLE 


and other 
Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge Road, 
London, S.W.1 
(near Victoria Station) 
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If you are asked... 


BY WOLFGANG BORCHERT 
From ‘* The Man Outside”’ 


You, Man at the machine and man in the 
workshop. If tomorrow they tell you you are 
to make no more water-pipes and saucepans— 
but to make steel helmets and machine-guns, 
then there’s only one thing to do: 

Say NO} 

You, Girls at the counter and girls in the 
office. If tomorrow they tell you you are to 
fill shells and assemble telescopic sights for 
snipers’ rifles, then there’s only one thing to 
do: 

Say NO! 

You, Factory owner, If tomorrow they tell 
you you are to make T.N.T. instead of face- 
powder and cocoa, then there’s only one thing 
to do: 


Say NO! 
You, Research worker in the laboratory. If 
tomorrow they tell you you are to invent a 


new death for the old life, then there’s only 
one thing to do: 


Say NO! 


You, Poet in your room. If tomorrow they tell 
you you are to sing no love-songs, but songs 
of hate, then there's only one thing to do: 


Say NO! 
You, Doctor at the sick-bed. If tomorrow they 


tell you you are to write men fit for military 
service, then there’s only one thing to do: 


Say NO! 


You, Priest in the pulpit. If tomorrow they 
tell you you are to bless murder and declare 
war holy, then there’s only one thing to do: 


Say NO! 


You, Captain of the steamer. If tomorrow 
they tell you you are to carry no more wheat 
—but to take guns and tanks, then there’s only 
one thing to do: 


Say NO! 


You, Pilot of the aerodrome. If tomorrow they 
tell you you are to carry bombs and phos- 
phorus over cities, then there’s only one thing 
to do: 


Say NO! 


You, Tailor on your table. If tomorrow they 
tell you you are to cut uniforms, then there's 
only one thing to do: 


Say NO! 

You, Judge in your robes, If tomorrow they 
tell you you are to go to court-martial, then 
there’s only one thing to do: 

Say NO! 


You, Man at the station. If tomorrow they 
tell you you are to give the departure signal 
for the munitions train and the troop train, 
then there’s only one thing to do: 

Say NO! 

You, Man of the village and man of the 
town. If tomorrow they come and give you 
your call-up papers, then there’s only one 
thing to do: 

Say NO! 

You, Mother in Normandy, and mother in the 
Ukraine, you, mother in Frisco and London, 
you on the Hwangho and on the Mississippi, 
you, mother in Naples and Hamburg, and 
Cairo and Oslo—mothers in all parts of the 
earth, mothers of the world, if tomorrow they 
tell you you are to bear children, nursing 
sisters for military hospitals and new soldiers 
is age battles, then there’s only one thing 
to do: 


Say NO! 


No Socialist is complete 
without 


THE FUNCTION 


OBJECTORS 


By Our Scientific Correspondent 
A PSYCHOLOGICAL experiment has been conducted recently in America with 
results which provide a good deal of food for thought. The investigators were 
interested in detecting the biases which may alfect our perception of facts, and 
among the sources of bias which they examined was the weight of group opinion. 


Subjects were shown a line, and invited to 
match it with three other lines, one of which, 
they were told, was the same length. 


In fact, however, each subject whose choice 
was being investigated was called to give an 
opinion last of a group of twelve people, all 
the previous eleven being accomplices who had 
been bricfed to choose the wrong line. 


The effects of this unanimity upon the 
victims was impressive. Some detected that 
the test had been rigged, and few (alarm- 
ingly few) obstinately maintained their own 
judgment unaffected by previous opinions. 


But a very large proportion of those 
tested in this way followed the majority, 
even when there were discrepancies of 
several inches between the lines which 
majority opinion declared equal. 


_ The investigators then tried the effect of 
inserting one correct judgment among the 
eleven “ rigged” estimates. 


The effect here was even more striking— 
—supported by one dissentient, the victims’ 
performance improved by as much as 34 
per cent. 


This was true, moreover, not only when the 
“rigged” dissentient was correct in his 
opinion, but even when he was wrong. 


If one of the accomplices obstinately insisted 
that a line four inches long was identical with 
one twice the length, provided that he differed 
from the majority opinion, his effect in making 
the victim rely on his own judgment, after 
ten unanimous “Wrong estimates of one kind 
and one wrong estimate of another, was just 
as great. 


The lengths of lines can, in the last resort, 
be determined beyond cavil with a ruler. If 
biases of this kind operate where estimates of 
fact are being made, so that the desire to 
agree with one’s neighbours can obscure dif- 


ferences of inches in the length of lines, their 
effect on complex issues can be imagined. 


But in overcoming them, the experiment 
suggests that it needs only one public dis- 
sentient to break the spell. 


Even if his dissent is based on sheer bloody- 
mindedness and his opinions are wrong, he 
still restores the self-confidence of the sug- 
gestible, 

It took one small boy, it may be recalled, 
to point out that the Emperor had no clothes 
on. 

The experiment indicates, perhaps, the real 
function of “conscientious objection” and 
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Africa from the outside 


Inside Africa, by John Gunther, 

Hamish Hamilton, 30s. 

THIS fantastic, highly readable and 

enormously long book could only 
have been written by a non-African (for 
only a non-African could see both the trees 
and the wood so clearly) and probably only by 
John Gunther—for who else could so 
brilliantly mix politics and tourism, statistics 
and local colour, high principles and gossip? 

I cannot in conscience urge Peace News 
readers to buy Inside Africa—it is cheap as 
books of its size go but expensive enough, at 
30s., to give most people pause. 

But I do urge them to borrow it and at least 
consult it before committing themselves pub- 
licly to an opinion about some African 
problem. 

Even if the answer is not there (and it may 
well be) and even if Mr. Gunther’s position is 
hardly a pacifist-radical one, at least his book 
is the essential first point of reference and his 
bibliography is magnificently full. 

Not only is Inside Africa a masterly job of 
condensation, assimilation and regurgitation— 
frankly, it would not be so difficult to compile 
a book which contained as many facts, though 
it would be shockingly hard work—but, and 
this is where Gunther is supreme: whenever 


London, 


BEHIND THE LANGUAGE CRISIS IN INDIA—2 


Demands of defence and power 


This is the second of three articles on the background and significance of the 
disputes over the reorganisation of Indian states on the basis of language areas, 
by Ralph Blackwood, just returned from 2 years in India. 


HE recent riots in Bombay and other parts of India over new state boundaries 
have prompted a number of people to ask : ‘‘ Why so much fuss over language 


states ?” 


Imagine the problems that would arise if Europe were one nation with smaller 
administrative districts drawn so as to cut through economic, political, geographical, 


language and cultural areas. India is roughly 
comparable in size and population to all 
Europe, except Russia. 


India has approximately twenty major 
languages but the present state lines were 
drawn by English rulers with little regard for 
language areas. The rulers were more interested 
in breaking them up, since this would assist 
the maintainance of power, military defence, 
draining off of raw materials and marketing 
English goods. 


The Indian National Congress first favoured 
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WINNIE PALLISTER | 


Popular broadcaster on the BBC’s “Woman's Hour” programme 
and a member of the Peace Pledge Union Executive Committee. 


[ ASKED myself when I began these notes—How is it that the Peace Pledge 
Union does not attract more members ? 

events of the last few weeks give one answer. 

The terrible disaster to the plane bringing servicemen home on leave or 


now render lip service to the idea of a wel- 
fare state not for ourselves alone, but for 
the whole world; that we now feel responsi- 
bility for women of all races and colours 
wherever they live, and are sensitive to the 
needs of peoples everywhere. 


When we read of the base injustices once 
handed out to women just because they were 
women, and of the hatred and suspicion 
which fell on those who first put forward 
woman's claim to be a person in her own 
right, we need not despair of putting over 
our pacifist case. 


* 


Meeting for the first time for many years too. 
Clifford Allen's wife, brought to mind my 
first contact with the idea of individual 
refusal to fight. It was in the old Indepen- 
dent Labour Party rooms in Newport, Mon., 
that I chaired for Clifford Allen, and heard 
the case for conscientious objection. 


all seems like a dream now: my friends in 
prison; the vast peace meetings in Wales 
when we would collect thirty or forty 
pounds for the fund for their families ; the 
valiant little band headed by Ramsay 
MacDonald in the House, constantly fight- 
ing for the right of men to have a conscience 
about war ; the peace conferences broken up 
by hooligans; the times when we had to 
be rescued from the mob; the making 
Germany pay; the bitter disillusion; the 
brilliance of our own leaders, the Morels, 
the Wallheads, the Brailsfords, who foretold 
with devastating accuracy the result of a 
peace of revenge and reprisai ; the fight for 
the revision of the Peace Treaty, and always 
the exhilaration of being in a small minority 
fighting with our backs to the wall, hated by 
the public, ostracised by family and friends, 
pul we a burning conviction that we were 
right. 


Have we kept anything out of this struggle? 
Was it worth while? 


It’s always worth while to be on the side of 
the angels. It may be all we got out of 
those strenuous years, but it’s enough. 


WE DIDN’T SAY IT! | 


Small boy at a cinema in Palmers Green, 
London, watching “The Lawless Street,” a 
“ Western” 

“ That's right. Be a coward and use a gun, 
Mister.” 
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Five in every 10 Italians called up for service 


N could have any sort of right on its| in Sardinia (pop. 1,164,000) cannot read or 


Letters to 


Words into deeds 


KX ACH of the two power blocs professes 

sympathy for under-developed countries. 
Each spends large sums on military prepared- 
ness, which, in effect, means that there is 
litde left for aiding the needy. 


Supposing that either bloc said to the other: 
“T propose to slice my military estimates, as 
stated in my budget, by 10 per cent in 1957-8, 
if you will do likewise. The money thus saved 
to be used for relief and development by a 
joint commission composed of, say, repre- 
sentatives of India and Switzerland. 


If the offer were refused, the party making 
the refusal would cut a poor figure in the 
eyes of the world. For this very reason, there 
might be acceptance. 


The above is doubtless an over simplifi- 
cation, but I suggest that something of the sort 
should not be imposible. 


TOM SULLIVAN. 


31 Knockbreda Park, 
Belfast. 


Letters to American Press 


CAN confirm what Rhoda Clarke 
(December 23) says on writing “ peaceful ” 
letters to newspapers overseas, and especially 
in the United States. I wish many more peace- 
lovers would do this, for it is a first-class way 
of speaking our minds direct to the American 
man-(and woman)-in-the-street, and thus help- 
ing to increase understanding. I should be 
interested to hear of other readers who have 
been successful, and if anyone wants to try 
their hand I can supply a list of the main 
newspapers. 

When the Dulles “brink of war” article 
was published I was lying in hospital, but I 
thought I must try to do something construc- 
tive to express my feelings. So I got five 6d. 
air-letters and wrote as follows. The letter was 
published within 10 days in the Chicago Daily 
News and the Christian Science Monitor, and 
a shortened version in the New York Times. 


“As kids we used to play ‘last across the 
road ’—seeing which of the gang could run 
over in front of a truck at the last possible 
moment. When Mr. Dulles boasts of his 
‘ability to get to the brink of war” he sounds 
like a kid not a statesman ; by playing ‘last 
across’ with atomic weapons instead of trucks 
he’s gambling with your lives and ours. We 
are often reminded that in an atomic war there 
can be no victors; this especially applies to a 
small country like Britain, but I guess things 
wouldn’t be so healthy for you either. 


“Many of us are coming to the conclusion 
that an ‘alliance’ where the President and 
Mr. Dulles take the ‘ultimate decisions’ is a 
luxury we can no longer afford. I am_ not 
prejudiced against the United States, I have 
many American friends and it has been my 
lifelong ambition to visit your country. I know 
you all want peace, apart from a few crack- 
brains. But somehow we've got to learn to live 
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the Editor 


if this lesson is sinking in as quickly in Wash- 
ington as it is in other capitals.” 

I'm so glad Rhoda Clarke mentioned Albert 
Bofman. He’s a real one-man peace movement, 
whose life is devoted to disseminating informa- 
tion and encouraging others to work for peace 
by many ingenious methods of ‘“‘ peace promo- 
tion.” In his latest letter he writes: ‘ Please 
send all releases and free materials from peace 
organisations and local peace groups of all 
types. If you can get a complete selection of 
earlier materials, please send same also.” This 
is much too big a job for me to undertake, so 
will all readers who can help please send their 
material direct to A. Bofman, 6327 S May St., 
Chicago 21, Dlinois, USA? 


CHRISTOPHER MEREDITH. 


40 Elm Park, 
Stanmore, Middlesex. 


New Guinea 


N Peace News of February 10. Roy Sher- 

wood wrote on Western New Guinea. He 
knows something of the story, but not enough. 

The chief point, which he ignores, is that 
the USA and Australia do not want New 
Guinea (which means New Guinea coast) in 
the hands of a non-NATO power. That is the 
decisive point. 

Look at World War If and the role of New 
Guinea in that war, and you will easily under- 
stand why the NATO Empires act as they do. 


HEIN J. H. VAN WIJK. 
Haarlem, Holland. 


The block vote 


¥ AM pleased to read that Florence Picton 

has accepted the idea up to now that the 
resolutions at the Labour Party conference 
were in keeping with the old socialist and 
anti-militarist tradition of the Party, and has 
shown how the work of the Labour Peace 
Fellowship and the pacifists in the local parties 
has born fruit. 

At the same time, she is most concerned, and 
quite rightly so, about the domination of the 
Trade Unions. 

The main difficulty is to get pacifists to be 
active in their unions, and whilst the LPF 
has endeavoured to put its case across to the 
trade unions, it depends in the last resort on 
the work that it does behind the scenes in the 
local branches, 

If pacifists want to change the unions— 
they should join them, work inside them, 
accept office when nominated, and in this way 
have some influence on this great movement. 


DENIS BRIAN. 


24a Breakspears Rd., 
S.E.4. 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND 1 WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis, of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


PERSONAL 


ADVERTISER would like to dispose of 
funds amounting to at least £600 a year to an 
organisation working for better relations 
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Wasted millions on defence 


den air fields and warning systems, and the 
tter equipped, more mobile and self-suf- 
ficient divisions which their new strategy 
saequires, defence budgets would have to be 
-almost doubled.” 
ygahe new strategy which the NATO Generals 
agyise would cost £3,000,000,000 annually. 
{{4No Chancellor dares ask for £3,000,000,000. 
jo The £1,500,000,000 is for a military 
2jstrategy already obsolete, 
oakhe £1,500,000,000 rearmament budget was 
kegun by the Labour Government in 1951 as 
a.ithree-year programme, By 1954 we were to 
negotiate from strength, 

But 1954 has gone and now we are being 
asKéd to find this huge sum every year. 
NATO at a standstill 

We have now spent nearly £6,000,000,000. In 

a leading article the Manchester Guardian has 
told us: 
-12( & The effort to build up another form of 
*lefence, through General Gruenther’s com- 
““Phand has come to a standstill. For financial 
J£and other reasons he is not receiving the 
“promised air and Jand contingents and his 
Niforces today could not fight more than a 
otminor action.” 

Other countries in Europe are not prepared 
touthave two years’ conscription for NATO. 
The Manchester Guardian now thinks we 
might well abandon NATO. 

Costs must go up 
The latest Defence White Paper says: 
The cost of the new weapons is increasing 
and will go on increasing. This means that 
samy long-term defence programme based on 
othe present level would show a steadily and 
soseeply rising curve of national expenditure. 
brSo that the Government has been forced to 
reduce the manpower in the forces to about 
729,000 by March 1958. 
zyWhen the original rearmament programme 
was introduced we were told because of Rus- 
ja's 150 divisions and we needed more soldiers. 
ofplter five years, suddenly far from having 
ie up with the Russians we have been 
pelled to reduce the number of men in the 
ed forces because of the cost. 
oh hat then are we getting for our money? 


HANGING: Th 


“qh HE people’ S message to 628 puzzled 
vs¥ MPs” ran the sixteen inches of head- 
line in the Daily Sketch on February 16 
the day of the actual voting on hanging. 


The message? “ Hanging must stay, say 77 
_per cent.” 


What Herbert Gunn, cditor of the Daily 
fiketch, forgot to point out is that the 77 
per cent represented that percentage of the 
unknown number of Daily Sketch readers 
who voted. They had one single day in 
which to vote. And the total net sale of the 
paper is just over a million. 

fo, much for percentages. 

e Daily Mirror—with five times the sale of 
the Sketch—found the majority of its readers 

“Who replied to a similar poll were in favour 
of abolition. 40,000 voted—over 20,000 in 
favour of abolition’ 

Interpretation immediately entered the editorial 

iocolumns. The Star summed-up with “ Their 

na(the abolitionists) victory was complete, 
wifven beyond their highest hopes.” The Daily 

»maketch prophesied a harvest of blood as a 
result of abolition and claimed the result 

“%#an contrary to the will of the people. 

fel: heir Friday editorial made it clear that the 
“violent propaganda of idealists” would be 
remembered the very next time a murder 
makes the front page. 

Aji,great stir was caused by the warning of 

wmminent arming of the police. The news- 
papers who were against abolition used this 

Tas a scare, ignoring the fact that police are. 

-aan fact, armed fully when they go out to 
capture a homicidal gunman. 

Phe Home Secretary's speech was “ one of his 

“yBest” (The Times), “badly presented, in- 

‘,yolved, indeterminate ” (Daily Sketch). 

The Observer, as expected, gave much greater 

vrplay to the news. Arthur Koestler, currently 
cnpaving a series of extracts from his book 

oe Reflections on Hanging” published in this 
__newspaper, interrupted himself to write a 
“searching postscript to the debate. Of Mr. 

@e¢Reid’s speech, describing the hanging scene, 

_he said “sober, haunting, terrifying. . . .” 

Ni tt so the lusty John Gordon of the Sunday 

ae |. |. En Lee 
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Certainly not more security, for the Russians 
have the hydrogen bomb, and Marshal Zhukov 
is talking of being able to deliver it not only 


to Britain—this is now taken for granted—but 
to America also. : : 
And yet our Defence Estimates include 


£346,000,000 for a Navy which nobody believes 
can protect us against H-bombs. 

The Defence White Paper tells us: 

“If global war were to break out it would 
be a struggle for survival of the grimmest 
kind. Its course would be unpredictable 
alter the initial intense phase.” 

So we are spending £1,500,000,000 a year on 
preparing for the unpredictable although an 
enormous part of the money is being spent 
on the assumption that we will be fighting a 
war like the last. 


Marshal Zhukov explains too 

Some of the passages in the Defence White 
Paper are uncannily like passages from Mar- 
shal Zhukov’s speech. 

The Defence White Paper says: 

“The objective of the Western Powers is 
defensive.” 

Marshal Zhukov says: 

“The Soviet Union does not threaten any- 
one and is not going to attack again.” 

The Defence White Paper says: 

“They, the Western Powers, will never be 
aggressors but they must have, and be known 
to have, the power of instant and over- 
whelming retaliation if attacked. It is the 
retaliating power which is the vital factor.” 

Marshal Zhukov assures the Russian people: 

“In view of the fact that no agreement 
has been reached on the reduction of the 
armed forces and the prohibition of atomic 
weapons and that, for the time being, there 
are no reliable guarantces of lasting peace, 
we must have such armed forces as would be 
able to defend the interests of our homeland 
so that no provocation by our enemies could 
take us unawares.” 

Neither side is going to attack, yet both 
sides are spending enormous sums on armed 
forces to deter the other fellow. 

This is the international background of ithe 
Defence debates in Parliament. 


e victory-—and 


Fleet-street reacted to the capital 
punishment vote with polls, per- 
centages and policy-lines as usual. 


Paul Gold sums up 


Express: “‘softheart . . . sloshy . . . senti- 
mentality... pappy-heart.. ..” A remark- 
able collection of meaninglessly vulgar 


epithet to throw at a man who spoke with 
obvious sincerity and cause. Worse was io 
end Mr. Gordon’s remarks. 


Bloodthirstily his last sentence ran: “One 
brutal murder may make quite a difference.” 


He was answered quickly. The Daily Express 
for Monday ran a_ headline atop seven 
columns: “MURDER ON THE THIRD 
DAY.” The accompanying photograph 
showed the scene of the crime and, con- 
vieniently in the foreground, a poster saying 
“Should They Hang?” Express opinion was 
certainly that they should. Throughout the 
story the murderer was referred to as the 
man-who-cannot-hang. 

Beaten by the vote, the newspapers favouring 
retention have rapidly started fisting in- 
numerable exceptions. Treason, prison 
murders, service crimes, murderers who 
strike twice, “hostage” murders. Anything, 
in fact, to kep the gallows in working-order 
so that the heat of the abolitionist campaign 


DEMANDS OF DEFENCE AND POWERS: 


@ FROM PAGE FOUR 
An Indian usually thinks of himself first as 
a Malayali, Punjabi, or an Assami, and only 
secondly as an Indian. In spite of these 
differences India remains a cultural unit. 


This state of affairs pleases decentralists and 
exponents of the enrichment of regional 
cultures, such as Gandhi and Vinoba Bhave, as 
long as the emphasis is not on selfish interests. 

However, this lack of national unity is 
uncomfortable to politicians interested in 
national defence by military means or con- 
solidating and increasing their power. 

In the long history of India one thing stands 
out. Seldom has any organisation, uniting 
large areas of India, been able to hold together 
long after the death of its leader. 

Whether military, political or religious, most 
organisations in India are built around a 
leader. When the leader is gone the followers 
break up into sects, small armics or parties 
which sometimes quarrel and sometimes simply 
exist alongside cach other without much 
contact. 

Not only does the Congress Party worry 
about today’s lack of national unity, but, aware 
of the nature of India’s culture, Nehru's age, 
and the absence of a potential successor to 
Nehru, the Congress Party views the problem 
of the lack of national unity with great 
concern. 

“Hysteria ” 
tude expressed 
October 5: 

“Nowhere in India under any circum- 
stances whatever will the cry ’of division or 
separation be tolerated in the future, from 
whatever source it may come. . . 

“IF necessary every power of the State 
will be used to meet any menace that might 
arisc, because there is no compromise in 
regard to basic matters. 

“Whatever happens,” he concluded, “ from 
the Himalayas to Cape Comorin, India is one 
and will remain one.” 

The Congress Party has accepted most of 


might better describe the atti- 
in a speech of Nehru on 


NEWS 


Calling the 


“ 


Mar. 2, 1956 


Discussing the idea that 


“ counter blows” 


NO doubt the Commentator in The 
7 Observer last Sunday suffered a slight 
slip of his pen when he admitted, at least 
by implication that the “ massive retalia- 
tion” threat was nothing but a piece of 
bluff; that in fact, Mr. Dulles, who is 
after all America’s Secretary of State, had 
no expectation that the United States 
Government would use nuclear weapons 
as such, but use them only as a threat. 


But it is not only Mr. Dulles who indulges 
in this kind of bluff; British Foreign policy 
is also based on the belicf that the H-bomb 
is so terrible in its consequences that no 

FROM 
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of even one ten-megaton bomb and of the 
impossibility of providing any defence or any 
adequate protection or even assistance, we 
would urge on the Government, as those 
responsible" for the safety of the citizens of 
this country, the need of recognising that it is 
their duty to remove so far as possible any risk 
of, an H-bomb attack, and in particular the 
incentive to any other government to attack 
Trritain. In our belief this can only be achieved 
by the reversal of the decision to manufacture 
and. if necessary, use the H-bomb as a first 
step towards unilateral disarmament. Only 
such a policy can rightly be designated Civil 
Defence. 


STUART Morris, 
General Secretary. 


In Erewhon Today: Vil will appear 
next week. 


the aftermath 


can be mellowed by compromise. 

Suddenty the Sketch discovered the merits, 
public spiritcdness and rational legislative 
thinking of-—the House of Lords! Repeating 
its ‘fact’ that the Commons “ do not repre- 
sent the people” (on this issue) the Sketch 
editorialised: “It would be a grave thing 
for the Lords to reject an abolition Bill sent 
up by the Commons. But it would also be 
a democratic thing to do. It would show that 
the Lords not for the first time, were more 
alive to the feelings of the ordinary mai 
and woman than the elected misrepresenta- 
tives in the Commons.” 

Both the Express and the Sketch came out 
openly with their new twist to the campaign : 
DELAY. 

“Delay” said the Sketch “is vitally import- 
ant... delay which allowed public opinion 
to assert itself.” 

All consequences of abolishing capital punish- 
ment must be considered, echoed the Express, 
“and a statement is likely to be delayed.” 
Even an  anonymously-signatured letter 
gained prominence in the Express—‘ the 
public do want the retention of the hanging 
deterrent.” 

But perhaps the “ largest daily on earth * Daily 
Mirror was the final arbiter of public 
opinion: by midweek not a word about the 
affair managed to pass muster for the front 
page. Hanging—pro and con—was squeezed 
into a few inches on inside pages. 


the recommendations of the States Reozganisa- 
tion Commission. The Congress politicians 
preferred to reverse their stand on this one 
issue rather than to lose the support of the 
people. 

The riots and arguments today. are mostly 
(1) over the few instances in which the Com- 
mission's report did not follow the principle of 
a language criterion, and (2) over border areas 
where more than one language is used, or (3) 
in areas where it is not practical to use 
majority rule. 


IN BOMBAY 


Bombay city, for example, is located near 
the dividing line between the Marathi and the 
Gujarati speaking areas, and itself is mixed, 
with 43.6 per cent of the population speaking 
Marathi, but not enough to convince the 
Gujarati speaking people that a Gujarati state 
should not include Bombay with its large 
revenue and other advantages. 


No doubt the State Reorganisation Commis- 
sion foresaw the danger of this dispute. It 
recommended a bilingual state including the 
Gujarati and part of the Marathi speaking 
area. 


The whole of Maharastria (the Marathi 
speaking area) could not be included. The 
state would have been too large and unwieldy. 
So it was recommended that part of the 
Marathi speaking area be a separate state. 


Consequently,« there was agitation for a 
separate all- Marathi state and for the control 
of Bombay city. 

Similarly in some areas of the Punjab there 
has been a big conflict over whether Hindi or 
Punjabi should be the official language. Both 
sides argue in Urdu! 

All this agitation is significantly carried out 
by the people despite the fact that the Con- 
gress Government had a long period in which 
to use its power to prevent such disturbances. 

The people are so strongly in favour of 
language states because how the issue is 


United States military strategy might be based on 
the use of atomic weapons on. the battlefields and fronts,” 
against the industrial centres of the United States... . 
good reason to think that the Zhukov version of “ 
founded on bluff as was the Dulles version, simply because Russia has as much 
reason to fear nuclear world war as has the United States. 


SYBIL MORRISON 


bomb. bluff 


Marshal Zhukov threatened 
There is 
is as much : 


massive retaliation” 


—The Observer, February 26, 1956. 


nation will dare to use it, and therefore it® 
deter any nation from making war 4 
another. 

In the game of poker, bluff depends UPD 
keeping so straight a face that no other play 
can possibly guess from its expression whél 
the drawn card makes up the perfect } 
which must win the game, or one that 
use at all as a winner. In fact it is desl 
portant part of the game to try to duc 
opponents into believing they have no os ha 
and consequently throwing in their hands 


* 


% 
frighten or deccive by a show of confident i‘ L| 


The dictionary definition of bluff: 
splendidly describes this tactic, and to ® 
a player's blutf is both risky and exciting. F, 

Unfortunately in the international game 


“cold war" it means so much more 
risking a handful of counters; it is a gat by British Qu 
not in pounds, shillings and pence, y iu Christians ta 
human lives; it is a risk that may oo. ia ‘nbs by their 
total destruction of the human race. e follow, 
Yet it goes on; no one will withdraw ie 4Y the Peace C 


the game. no one will throw in their h a! 

And those who have convinced themselves we TH E American 
it is only “wicked warmongers” like Me tion, The Ri 
Dulles who are indulging in this ‘viet the done, the 
ee of ploiing up to the very brink and Mo-nuclear w: 
withdrawing from the abyss just in time So the race 
self-deceived. Sriction goes « 


It is not the Brit Military ex 


only Mr. Dulles; 


Government has stated quite cate orically % kee, 

belief in nuclear seapore asa deere # Brea ne rich 

plainly this will not deter unless there is ® @ are eon 

ultimate intention to use them. Moment shou 
Until recently it had been tacitly underst®| in in the world 

that they would not be used except 8 

major war. but the newly published Defer ‘ 

White Paper states that “In limited wars He jihe first step 

possible use of nuclear weapons cannot Hm an an 


excluded.” Tan, tt may be C 

Fe And now Marshal Zhukov, at the Pat Mfacture and 
ongress in Moscow, says: “It is absuf We 

believe that in any future war nuclear weape | the Brie Ni 

can be confined to front line tactical use.” | P 


ineeeess ; but fine 

* Hist that couragco 

If what the British and Russian Govel Such an act 
ments are now saying is true then even if, tha © Would enabh 
so-called minor war widespread destructiom™ Must be prepared 
both allies and enemics, civilian populati "Bong id, but Chris 


towns and countryside becomes inevitable. 5 
The possession of nuclear weapons is 
longer a winning card: for a short time ™ 
while the Western Powers held the superiol 
could they flatter themselves they were! 
safe position, but a child could have told 
elderly statesmen that the position could ne 
be safe, since Russia's main objectives W 
be to catch up 
The bluff Has been confessed without a 
to be called. We know now that the « 
vaunted “deterrent will not deter gov “ 
ments. if at any given moment they she 
think it expedient, from using the means Ww! ‘| 


= We urge al 


It the total d f life Eomccy 
may result in the total destruction of lif@7; ili 
hig rth Bitary ec 
Nothing in life, nor in death, is static, ? ormwood 
we have moved from bluff to open ic af British prisc 
ers is money that could justify the nidem killed nor 
risks of this sinister game; it is more 8% 
lime that some one nie, had the m0 treated x 
courage to put down their cards and dé Price to Pi 
to the world they will play no more. Scription ! ' 
Only then will the other players realise ™ Sympathy bi 
the game is over, and the serious business” to you why 


saving the peace have a chance to begin. 


resolved makes a vast difference in ” 

economic and social lives. 

If state lines are drawn with little attent Re 
to language, most states will be multilingyy 
Consequently Hindi will become the ofl te 
language of most states. 

In non-Hindi speaking arcas this W? 
result in the continuation and growth of ! 
ruling elite. ro 

The ordinary villager would find his 4% 


tied when he tried to better his Pte lg 


i 


to prevent it from getting worse. The 
elite would tend to lose contact with | 
sympathy for the “RAY for the-ncoBie most) rulers as most rulers a 


Urgent?! | 
ALL NORTH _ OF ENGLAW ‘l 
READERS AND GROUP? | ph 
@ A special leaflet for widespread A 
tribution, announcing Stuart Mor . 
March 8th broadcast on “ Pacifism : || 
Unconditional Rejection of War,” is bee 1 
prepared on behalf of The Anglican Paci! isl 
Fellowship, The Fellowship of Reconcill | 
ee ee 
Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, by Peace News Lid. *. 
by Fish & Cook Ltd., The Goodwin Press Us 
Fonthill Rd., London, N 4. 


tion, The Friends Peace Committee, am 
Peace Pledge Union. 


Link up listeners in every town 
village with the pacifist organisations 
periodicals. 


Order your leaflets now! f 
2s. 6d. 100; 20s. 1,000. Post free. 
From any Pant headquarters, of 

ney {it 


PEACE NEWS, 3 BLACKSTOCK RD., 
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oid hy we are picketing 

out e 
“Wormwood Scrubs prison 
cans Conscientious Objectors to = — =a E 
a Bea mcerzicee are, ieee To the military peace is 


en the British prisons. They have neither He Beene of Rae eh 
he hid] killed nor stolen, yet they are ficin On Waals 1 UG aaa 
more treated as criminals. There is a of violence, militarism (con- 


the : ; script or otherwise) and the 
nd di Price to pay for refusing con- eae of fe 

c. | SCription! We do not want your : 

vealise Sympathy but we wish to explain 

jusin 


a to you why these boys are making this refusal and are in prison. 
— 
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*"What are you in for?” 
“1 killed a man. And you?” 
“ refused to kill a man” 


These men are gaoled 


for refusing to join a military force whose purpose 
is to wage indiscriminate war. They believe that 
war is both immoral and inexpedient. 


People thought: 


That World War I was “ the war 
to end wars.” But our genera- 
tion now lives in the shadow 
of oppression and _ nuclear 
destruction ; 


That World War II was fought 
to destroy tyranny and 
Nazism. But in West Germ- 
many today Nazis_ hold 
Ministerial positions in the 
Government. Totalitarian 
Communism has spread itself 
half-way across Europe as a 
direct result of the war ! 


We were onee shocked 


by the introduction of bombing of civilian 
populations. We now justify wholesale murder 
of the aged,.the sick and the young. We are 
being conditioned into accepting the brutali- 
sation of our own natures. We condemn the 
cosh boy and thug but, when the state orders 
us, we maim, burn, kill, mutilate and destroy. 
At Hiroshima we obliterated 60,000 men, 
women and children in a most hideous 
fashion. 


In the struggle for power between East and 
West both sides support the H-bomb 
militarism and war. In the East this involves 
persecution of opponents to the Russian State. 
In the West it involves a _ barbarous 
colonialism. 


We are neither for East nor West. Our struggle is 
not for power but for freedom. 


OUR FRIENDS IN PRISON are, in a sense, inwardly 
more free than most people who walk the streets today, 
since they have refused to compromise with what they 
believe to be wrong. Their refusal was a sufficient 
challenge to the Government that it had to imprison 


them or see its machinery of conscription weakened. 
Still the Government has weakened itself by demonstrat- 
ing that there are men whose belief in peace and human 
freedom is so strong that even a mighty State cannot 
force them to act contrary to their convictions. 


WAR AND TYRANNY 


SOME want conscription abolished so that men can kill 

on a voluntary basis.* The Communists want to cut this 
compulsory training to kill to twelve months. To them this 
is just a stratagem in the struggle for power. In Russia 
there is no campaign to reduce the period of service. 


We hold that there is a close relationship between war 
and tyranny, that one produces the other, and that you can- 
hot use either to remove the other. 


But there are other more effective and morally right 
Methods to achieve our common goal. 


This is the way of non-violence. Non-violent philosophy 
and way of life has been taught by the great religious and 
Moral leaders and teachers for centuries. Within recent 
times, Gandhi led India to achieve her political freedom 
against colonial oppression with non-violent resistance. 


We recall as instances of the use of one type or another 
Of non-violence the sufferings of 17th century Quakers in 
England, Hungarian resistance to Austrian rule in 1848, the 
East German revolt in June, 1953, the Vorkuta strike in 
1953 of 300,000 political prisoners in the Soviet Union, the 
African struggle against the colour bar in 1952-3. 


_ We express our solidarity with not only those who 
Teject war in Britain but also with others throughout the 
World who are imprisoned because of their belief in peace 
and freedom—in France, the Soviet Union, the United States, 
Italy, and other places. 


YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT JS DONE IN YOUR NAME 


_. The German man-in-the-street was blamed for 
failing to protest against Hitler’s Concentration Camps 
and Gas Chambers. 

__ If you fail to protest against the policy of indis- 
remubate war and the turning of Britain into an H-bomb 

ase you, too, are responsible. 

The risks you face in making your protest are 
nothing to what anti-Nazism entailed. 
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This leaflet is published by 


The Pacifist Youth 
Action Group 


Youth section of the Peace Pledge Union, founded 
by Canon “Dick” Sheppard. PYAG members 
refuse to support war or preparation for war and 
believe that tyranny and injustice must be resisted 
by non-violent resistance. 


What you can read 


Peace News, a weekly newspaper obtainable from 
your newsagent at 4d., or from 3 Blackstock Road, 
N.4, 


The War Resister, and other literature, which 
together with a copy of Peace News will be sent 
you free if you write mentioning this leaflet to the 
Peace Pledge Union at the address below. 


Pacifist Youth Action Group Magazine, obtainable 
from 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


Where you can get advice 


From the Central Board for Conscientious 
Objectors which exists to give advice to those who 
object to military service on grounds of conscience, 
or from one of its 360 local advisers. Address your 
enquiry in the first instance to: 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


For more iniormation: 


If you wish to know more about PYAG please write 


to 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 
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